CHAPTER TWELVE

BLOODY HOMESTEAD
AN HOUR AFTER MIDNIGHT ON THE MORNING OF
Wednesday, July 6, 1892.
The tug-boat Little Bill, towing two barges, passed
under the Sinithfield Street Bridge, Pittsburgh, and
straightened out for a hard ten-mile pull up the Mo-
nongahela River to the Homestead Works of the
Carnegie Steel Company, Limited. Enclosed upon top
and sides, the barges seemed to be deserted. In reality
they carried three hundred special operatives of the
Pinkerton National Detective Agency, recruited for
service as watchmen, together with an ample supply of
bedding, provisions and ammunition.
The expedition was Henry Clay Frick's declaration
of war to the hilt upon the Amalgamated Association of
Iron and Steel Workers of the United States.
Since July 1, the six million dollar plant at Home-
stead had been in the possession of its workmen* Organ-
ized upon a military basis, the men had drawn a ring
about the works. They had refused admittance to the
officers or representatives of the company; had stripped
off the insignia and drummed out of town deputy
sheriffs sent to guard the property; and had taken over
the executive functions of the borough government of
Homestead with its ten thousand inhabitants.